INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO FILL OUT THE DISSOLUTION FORMS (cases without dependent children)


General Information about Dissolution of Marriage 





In the State of Washington a person may get a divorce without having to prove any wrongdoing.  (The courts call a divorce a "dissolution.")  A person just has to ask the court to end his or her marriage because it is not working.  The court decides how to divide your property and debts and whether to order spousal maintenance or support (alimony) if it is requested.


A.	Starting the Case





A dissolution is started by filing a summons and petition with the clerk of the superior court and by serving copies of these papers on the other spouse.  If the case is agreed, a dissolution is started by filing a petition also signed by your spouse or a separate joinder form signed by your spouse.  The spouse filing the petition is the "petitioner."   The petition asks the court to "dissolve" the marriage.  It makes no difference who files the petition.  





The petition also tells the court what the petitioner would like the court to do concerning the parties' property and debts.  A petitioner must be a resident of Washington at the time the petition is filed.  There is a filing fee for filing the petition, unless the court decides the petitioner is too poor to pay the fee.  





The spouse responding to the petition is called the "respondent."  The court cannot enter a decree of dissolution until 90 days after the summons and petition have been served on the respondent.  The respondent must file a written response within 20 days after being served the summons and petition (or 60 days if the respondent is served out of state) with the clerk of the superior court.  The respondent must also make arrangements to have copies of the written response served on the petitioner or the petitioner's lawyer within the same time period.  If the respondent does not file or serve a written response within the required time period the court may enter a default judgment against the respondent.





All papers you or your spouse file with the court will become part of a permanent public record.  You can view your court file and obtain copies of any documents in the file at the court clerk's office.





B.	Use the Pattern Forms for Dissolution





Washington has pattern legal forms you must use in dissolution and other family law cases.  These are the instructions to help you fill out the dissolution pattern forms.  There are many more forms in the domestic relations forms packet than you will need for a dissolution.





Here is where you can get forms and instructions:





	(1)	at stationary stores and bookstores;


	(2)	from the Attorney's Information Bureau (6th floor, King County Courthouse, telephone (206) 622-1909);


	(3)	at your local women's shelter;


	(4)	at county and law school law libraries, and county clerk's offices;


	(5)	by calling the forms line at the Office of the Administrator for the Courts in Olympia, telephone (360) 705-5328; or


	(6)	on the Internet at http://www.wa.gov/courts/





Be sure to make extra copies of all the documents you file with the court and serve on the other parties.  When you file documents at the court clerk's office, be sure to stamp a copy of the document you retain with the clerk's office stamp "Received (date)" to prove you actually filed the document.  Keep an organized file of all court papers, especially proof of service of process of all documents, and letters concerning your case.  This is important if a judge in your case needs to see a copy of a document that is not in your court file.





C.	A Note About Property Division





In the dissolution forms you will have to divide debts and property owned by you and your spouse.  The general rule is property and debts are divided fairly.  Sometimes, the division is not equal because of other equities, such as a higher future earning power of one spouse, or because one spouse may have devoted time raising children instead of pursuing a career.  Many property settlement issues can be complex and it is helpful to consult a lawyer.  





To learn more about property settlements and other aspects of dissolution law, go to your local law library at the county courthouse, or the nearest law school, and ask a librarian for a book on family law.  Two good books to consult are:





	Washington Family Law Deskbook (Washington State Bar Ass'n, 1989)(the standard reference on family law)





	Divorce in Washington: The Humane Approach, by Lowell Halverson ($16.00, available in most public libraries, bookstores, or from Attorney's Information Bureau, 6th floor, King County Courthouse, telephone (206) 622-1909)





Should You Hire a Lawyer?





You are not required to have a lawyer to dissolve your marriage.  The decision to proceed with or without a lawyer is left to each party.  In making this decision you should be aware many people find that the paperwork required is complex.  You should also be aware that if you decide not to use a lawyer, your spouse may still use a lawyer and you may be at a disadvantage if you proceed without a lawyer.  If you do not have a lawyer you will be expected to know all the laws and court rules which apply to your case as if you were a lawyer.  





The court may make decisions that could have a significant impact on you, such as requiring you to pay money to your spouse or garnishing your wages.  Free legal advice may be available to you through volunteer programs organized by the Bar Association of your county.  If you are the victim of domestic violence, there may be additional programs through the Bar Association to help you obtain free legal advice, or you may call the statewide Domestic Violence hotline (800) 562-6025.  Some counties have domestic relations or family law facilitators located in the courthouse who can offer limited assistance in completing the necessary paperwork. 





	JUDGES, COURT COMMISSIONERS AND CLERKS MAY NOT GIVE YOU LEGAL ADVICE OR ASSIST YOU WITH YOUR PAPERWORK OR FORMS.  





If you have questions or need assistance you should contact a lawyer.  For help in finding a lawyer contact either the Washington State Bar Association, telephone (206) 727-8200, or the local Bar Association for your county.





How to Start a Dissolution 





These instructions are for dissolution actions where there are no dependent children.  When you have children of the marriage but they are no longer considered dependent, you do not use any of the dissolution forms concerning children.  In general, "dependent children" are all children born to you and your spouse, or adopted, who are younger than 18 or still in high school.


  


To start your dissolution you should have the following forms (note: make an extra copy of the forms before you start so if you make a mistake and need to start over you won't have to buy another form):


	(1)	Petition for Dissolution of Marriage (WPF DR 01.0100) 


	(2)	Summons (WPF DR 01.0200)


	(3)	Return of Service (WPF DR 01.0250)


	(4)	Acceptance of Service (WPF DR 01.0310)(if your spouse completes this form, or signs the joinder in the petition, service of process of the Petition and Summons is not necessary)





If your spouse does not answer the Petition, use the following forms:


	(5)	Motion and Declaration for Default (WPF DR 03.0100)


	(6)	Order of Default (WPF DR 03.0200)





To finalize your dissolution, use the following forms:


	(7)	Notice for Dissolution Calendar (WPF DR 03.0300)


	(8)	Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law (WPF DR 04.0300)


	(9)	Decree of Dissolution of Marriage (WPF DR 04.0400)





You may want to obtain a certified copy from the court clerk's office of document (9) above, the Decree of Dissolution of Marriage, to show the Department of Licensing if you are changing your name and need a new driver's license, or for any property transfer purposes.  The documents are available from the clerk's office usually within two weeks of signing.





There are a number of other forms you might need to use, depending on the facts and circumstances of your case.  For example, there are forms for temporary court orders or for a no-contact order.





If you and your spouse agree on all of the terms of your dissolution, you will need to complete the above forms, as explained below, sign each of the forms at the end and state that these are agreed orders.  Then, at least ninety days after filing the case either spouse may schedule a hearing with the clerk's office.  Go to the courthouse with the signed and completed paperwork to have a judge or commissioner review and approve it.  If you have an agreed dissolution, use the Appendix at the end of these instructions, Summary Courtroom Checklist for Agreed Dissolution Cases.





If you and your spouse do not agree on the terms of your divorce, you will need to comply with the case schedule issued by the court.  The case schedule may require you to file papers with the court or appear for a status conference to inform the court on the progress of your case.  The court may also order you to mediate your disputes.





To start your dissolution case, you need to fill out the Petition for Dissolution of Marriage and the Summons.  These two documents need to be served on your spouse and filed with the clerk of the superior court, along with the completed Return of Service form verifying that these forms were served on your spouse.  These forms are discussed next.





How to Complete the Petition for Dissolution of Marriage 





The first form you should complete is the Petition for Dissolution of Marriage (WPF DR 01.0100).  The Petition asks the court to dissolve your marriage and gives the court general information about your marriage.  The Petition also tells the court how you would like to have your property and debts divided.





I.  BASIS





PARAGRAPHS 1.1 THROUGH 1.7. Fill out paragraphs 1.1 through 1.7 of the Petition.  These paragraphs ask for general information about the parties and the marriage.  





PARAGRAPH 1.8 --PROPERTY.  Paragraph 1.8 asks how you would like the court to divide your property.  (Property includes household items, real estate, bank accounts, pensions, retirement accounts, vehicles, etc.)  If you would like the court to determine how your property should be divided, check the box that says that the court should determine the property division.  To tell the court how you would like your property divided, check the box that says that your recommendation for the division of the property is attached or described below.


  


PARAGRAPH 1.9 --DEBTS AND LIABILITIES.  Paragraph 1.9 asks whether you have debts and liabilities.  Check the first box if you do not have any debts or liabilities.  Check the second box, if you have debts and liabilities.  If you want the court to determine how to divide your debts and liabilities, check the box that says that the court should determine the division of the debts and liabilities.  To tell the court how you want your debts and liabilities divided, check the box that says that your recommendation for the division of the debts and liabilities is attached or described below.  





PARAGRAPH 1.10 --MAINTENANCE/SPOUSAL SUPPORT.  Paragraph 1.10 asks whether you want the court to order spousal maintenance (alimony or spousal support) for you or your spouse.  If you do not want the court to order spousal maintenance, check the box that says spousal maintenance should not be ordered.  If you want the judge to order spousal maintenance, check the box that says that there is a need for spousal maintenance.  If this box is checked you should explain why there should be spousal maintenance.





PARAGRAPH 1.11--CONTINUING RESTRAINING ORDER.  Paragraph 1.11asks whether you want a continuing restraining order when your decree is signed.  If you do not want the court to issue a continuing restraining order, check the "does not apply" box.  If you want a continuing restraining order, check the boxes for the orders you want.  IF YOU ARE IN DANGER YOU SHOULD REQUEST AN EX PARTE TEMPORARY ORDER.  Local agencies are often available to assist victims of domestic violence free of charge.  Forms for ex parte temporary orders include Motion/Declaration for Ex Parte Restraining Order/Order to Show Cause, WPF DR 04.0150, and Ex Parte Restraining Order/Order to Show Cause, WPF DR 04.0150, which are included in the domestic relations forms packet.  You can also ask for ex parte restraining order forms from the clerk of the superior court in your county.





PARAGRAPH 1.12--PREGNANCY OF THE WIFE.  Paragraph 1.12 asks if the wife is pregnant.  If the wife is pregnant, state whether or not the husband is the father of the child.  





PARAGRAPH 1.13--CHILD SUPPORT AND PARENTING PLAN FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN.  Does not apply.





II.  RELIEF REQUESTED





This Section summarizes your requests.  Check the boxes before each line showing what you are asking the court to do.  Once this section is completed, sign and date the Petition.  You should also complete and sign the declaration at the end of the Petition.





At the very end of the Petition there is a check box for "joinder."  This box should be checked if your spouse agrees with and joins in the Petition and will sign it.  If your spouse joins the Petition you do not need to have the papers served.  However, your spouse must still sign the original of the (1) Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and (2) Decree of Dissolution.  If your spouse joins the Petition do not complete a Summons form or a Return of Service form.





How to Complete the Summons 





The next form you should complete is the Summons form (WPF DR 01.0200).  The Summons gives your spouse written notice that you have started a dissolution action.  Fill in your address.  If you are a victim of domestic violence and do not want your spouse to know your address, you can put in a "Post Office Box" number if you have one.  However, this may not prevent your spouse from finding out where you live.  You can reach a local domestic violence social service agency for assistance on this matter at by calling the statewide Domestic Violence hotline at (800) 562-6025.





On page 2 of the Summons, print or type the name and address of the Superior Court where you are filing for dissolution under the words "File Original of Your Response With the Clerk of the Court at:" above the words "Name of Court" and  "address."  You should also print or type your name and address under the words "Serve a copy of your response on Petitioner" above the words "Name" and "address."  The last step is to sign the form.





How to Serve the Documents on your Spouse – Return of Service 





A copy of the Summons and the Petition for Dissolution of Marriage must be served on your spouse.  In other words, the documents must be personally delivered to your spouse.  Service of the documents is not needed if your spouse joins in the Petition for Dissolution and he or she signs the Joinder form (WPF DR 01.0330).  Service is also not needed if your spouse signs an Acceptance of Service form (WPF DR 01.0310).





YOU MAY NOT SERVE THE SUMMONS AND PETITION ON YOUR SPOUSE YOURSELF.  Service must be either by a law enforcement officer or by any competent person 18 years of age or over who is not a party to the action.  





The person serving your papers should leave the papers with your spouse.  If your spouse is not at home when the papers are delivered, the papers may also be served by leaving them with any other responsible person who lives with your spouse.  





Once your papers have been served, the person serving your papers must complete a Return of Service form (WPF DR 01.0250).  To complete this form, the person serving your papers should:





(1)	Fill in the caption on the form;





(2)	Write the name of your spouse in paragraph 2 and check the boxes showing what papers were served on your spouse.  All the forms served on your spouse must be listed;





(3)	The date, time and place of service should be entered in paragraph 3;





(4)	The manner of service should be checked in paragraph 4.  This should be either by delivery to your spouse personally or to an adult who resides with your spouse  (there are special rules which you must follow in order to serve by mail or publication); and





(5)	Sign and date the Return of Service. 





File the completed Return of Service with the clerk of the court. 





Motion and Order of Default 





If your spouse does not respond to your Petition for Dissolution or appear within the required time period, your spouse is in default.  Your spouse has 20 days to respond, not including the date of service, if your spouse was personally served in the state of Washington.  If your spouse was served out of state,  your spouse has 60 days to respond, not including the date of service.  





You may ask the court to enter a default judgment against your spouse any time after the time period for responding has ended.  You must wait 90 days from the date your spouse was served with the petition to have the court enter the dissolution decree, even if your spouse has defaulted.  Most people enter the default order at the same time they obtain their final decree.





To get a default judgment, you must fill out a Motion for Default (WPF DR 03.0100) and an Order for Default (WPF DR 03.0200).  Complete the first page of the Motion of Default as best you can.  Write the date your spouse was served in Paragraphs 2.3 of both the Motion for Default and the Order for Default.  You should sign the Order for Default on the line under the words "Presented by."  Complete the rest of both forms.  Sign and date the Motion for Default.  File the original with the court clerk and take a copy to the final hearing.  The judge or court commissioner will sign and date the Order for Default at your final hearing.





You do not have to notify your spouse of the default proceedings, if your spouse has not appeared in the case.  There are three ways your spouse can "appear" in the case: (1) file a Notice of Appearance with the court, (2) personally attend a hearing, or (3) file other court papers in the case.  If the respondent has appeared in the case, you must give notice of the default hearing to respondent's (your spouse's) attorney, or if none, to respondent (your spouse).  See "Notice of Dissolution Calendar" below to learn how to give your spouse notice.





Notice for Dissolution Calendar 





Fill out the Notice for Dissolution Calendar (WPF DR 03.0300) with the information you get when you schedule your hearing.





If your spouse has appeared in the case, you must provide notice of the hearing to your spouse.  If your spouse has not appeared (is in default), you do not have to provide notice of the hearing.  You can notify your spouse of the hearing by delivering the Motion for Default, Order for Default and the Note for Dissolution Calendar personally or by mail.  





As a rule, if serving by mail send documents by certified mail, return receipt requested, especially if it is a contested case (a nonagreed case).  The court rule, however, does permit you to send copies of the  forms by ordinary mail to the address on the Notice of Appearance or to his or her last known address. If you personally deliver the papers, your spouse must receive them at least five court days before the hearing date, not including the date of service.  Check with the court clerk's office whether your superior court has different local rules.  In King County, your spouse must be served with the papers at least six court days before the hearing.  If you mail the documents three more days are required, but it does not matter when your spouse actually receives the documents.  So you must mail the documents eight days before the hearing (or nine days in King County).  To avoid problems, it is usually best to give your spouse at least 10-14 days notice.  If an attorney has appeared on behalf of your spouse, you must notify only the attorney.  If any of the parties receives welfare or other public benefits from the state, the Office of the Attorney General must also receive notice of the hearing.





How to Complete the findings of Facts and Conclusions of Law 





The dissolution is finalized and you are officially divorced when the Judge or Court Commissioner signs the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law (WPF DR 04.0300) and Decree of Dissolution (WPF DR 04.0400).  This can be done no sooner than 90 days after serving and filing your Petition.  In most counties, you or your spouse must appear in person before a Judge or Court Commissioner to say that your marriage is "irretrievably broken."  You will be asked if the statements in the court papers are correct and if the debt and property division is fair.





If your spouse has not answered or appeared and you want to get a Decree by default, you can only get the things you asked for in the Petition. 





If your spouse answers and disagrees with any of the requests you make in the Petition, a trial will be set to resolve the differences.





Most of the information you need for the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law (WPF DR 04.0300) MUST BE the same as in the Petition.  Copy the parts that are the same.  The following instructions will help you fill out the rest of the form.





I.  HEARING/TRIAL





PARAGRAPH 1.1--DATE OF HEARING.  Fill in the date of the hearing when you will finish your divorce.





PARAGRAPH 1.2--TRIAL/AGREEMENT/DEFAULT.  Check the box that applies.





PARAGRAPH 1.3--PEOPLE ATTENDING.  Check who attended.





II.  FINDINGS OF FACT





PARAGRAPH 2.1--RESIDENCY OF PETITIONER.  Check the box that applies.





PARAGRAPH 2.2--NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT.  Check the box that applies and write the kind of service used to serve your spouse.





PARAGRAPH 2.3--BASIS OF PERSONAL JURISDICTION OVER THE RESPONDENT.   Check all the boxes that apply to your case.





PARAGRAPH 2.4--DATE AND PLACE OF MARRIAGE.  Provide the requested information of when and where you were married.





PARAGRAPH 2.5--STATUS OF THE PARTIES.  Check the box that applies and write in the date of separation.





PARAGRAPH 2.6--STATUS OF THE MARRIAGE.  Check the first box for a dissolution.  For any other type of case, check the box that applies.





PARAGRAPH 2.7--SEPARATION CONTRACT OR PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT.  Check the box that applies.





PARAGRAPH 2.8--COMMUNITY PROPERTY.  List the property you listed in the Petition.





PARAGRAPH 2.9--SEPARATE PROPERTY.  List the property owned by the husband before the marriage, or that he got after separation.  If none, check the first box.  List the property owned by the wife before the marriage, or that she got after separation.  If none, check the second box.





PARAGRAPH 2.10--COMMUNITY LIABILITIES. List the joint debts of the husband and wife, if any.





PARAGRAPH 2.11--SEPARATE LIABILITIES. List the debts of the husband incurred before the marriage or after the separation, if any.  If none, check the first box.  List the debts of the wife incurred before the marriage or after the separation, if any. If none, check the second box.





PARAGRAPH 2.12--MAINTENANCE.  Check the box that applies.  If you check the third box, explain why maintenance should be awarded.





PARAGRAPH 2.13--CONTINUING RESTRAINING ORDER.  Check the box that applies.  If the second box is checked, explain why a restraining order is necessary.





PARAGRAPH 2.14--FEES AND COSTS AND COSTS. Check the boxes that apply.  These apply only if you are asking the court to require your spouse to pay you back for court costs and attorney's fees you have incurred for.





PARAGRAPH 2.15--PREGNANCY.  Check the box that applies.  If the wife is pregnant check the box showing whether the husband is the father of the child.





PARAGRAPH 2.16--DEPENDENT CHILDREN.  Does not apply.





PARAGRAPH 2.17--JURISDICTION OVER THE CHILDREN.  Does not apply.





PARAGRAPH 2.18--PARENTING PLAN.  Does not apply.





PARAGRAPH 2.19--CHILD SUPPORT.  Does not apply.  





PARAGRAPH 2.20--OTHER.  Fill in any other requests from the Petition.





III.  CONCLUSIONS OF LAW





PARAGRAPH 3.1--JURISDICTION.  Check all boxes that apply.





PARAGRAPH 3.2--GRANTING OF A DECREE.  Check the first box to obtain a dissolution.





PARAGRAPH 3.4--CONTINUING RESTRAINING ORDER.  Check the box that applies.  If a restraining order is to be entered, fill in who is restrained.





PARAGRAPH 3.5--ATTORNEY'S FEES AND COSTS.  Check the box that applies.  This applies only if you are asking the court to require your spouse to pay you back for court costs and attorney's fees you have incurred.





PARAGRAPH 3.6--OTHER. Write any other orders for things you asked for in your Petition.  DO NOT fill in the date until after the Decree has been signed by a Judge or Court Commissioner.


How to Complete the Decree of Dissolution 





RESTRAINING ORDER SUMMARY.  If a continuing restraining order is ordered and you  check the second box in paragraph 3.8, Continuing Restraining Order, fill in the restraining order summary.  Write the name of the person restrained on the first line and the name of the person(s) protected on the second line.





I.  JUDGMENT SUMMARY





Check the second box only if there is a judgment ordered.  Otherwise check the first box and leave the rest of the Judgment Summary blank.





III.  DECREE





PARAGRAPH 3.1--STATUS OF THE MARRIAGE.  Check the first box for a dissolution.  Otherwise, check the box that applies.





PARAGRAPHS 3.2 AND 3.3--PROPERTY AWARDED TO THE HUSBAND/PROPERTY AWARDED TO THE WIFE.  Check the box that applies.   If you check the third box in either paragraph, list the property to be awarded to that spouse.





PARAGRAPHS 3.4 AND 3.5--LIABILITIES.  Check the box that applies.  If you check the third box in either paragraph, list the obligations to be paid by that spouse.  





PARAGRAPH 3.6--HOLD HARMLESS PROVISION.  Check the box that applies.





PARAGRAPH 3.7--SPOUSAL MAINTENANCE.  Check the box that applies.  If maintenance is ordered and you check the third box, write in the information about maintenance.





PARAGRAPH 3.8--CONTINUING RESTRAINING ORDER.  Check the box that applies.  If the second box is checked, fill in the rest of the paragraph with information about the restraining order.  If the second box is checked, remember to fill in the restraining order summary on the first page.





PARAGRAPH 3.9--PARENTING PLAN.  Does not apply.





PARAGRAPH 3.10--CHILD SUPPORT.  Does not apply.  





PARAGRAPH 3.11--ATTORNEY'S FEES, OTHER PROFESSIONAL FEES AND COSTS.  Check the box that applies.  This applies only if you are asking the court to require your spouse to pay you back for court costs and attorney's fees you have incurred.





PARAGRAPH 3.12--NAME CHANGES.  Check the box that applies.  Fill in any changes in the name of the husband or wife.





Finish the form by signing it.  DO NOT fill in the date.  Let the judge do that.





Your spouse must sign the Decree and Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law if:





	(1)	your spouse has answered or appeared at the hearing; or


	(2)	you have changed any provisions in the Decree and Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law from what you asked for in the Petition and you did not file an Amended Petition and Amended Parenting Plan.





When the judge or commissioner has signed the Findings of Fact/Conclusions of Law, and Decree of Dissolution you are finished.  The dissolution is final and takes effect immediately.  You can obtain certified copies of the Decree of Dissolution from the clerk's office, usually within two weeks of signing.








APPENDIX (Take this to court with you)





Summary Courtroom Checklist for Agreed Dissolution Cases 





If you and your spouse have agreed on the terms of the dissolution, at least ninety days have passed since filing the Petition for Dissolution (and proof of service) you can follow these instructions for presenting your paperwork to the court for final approval.  These instructions also apply if the respondent has defaulted by failing to answer.





1.  Call the superior court clerk's office to determine when the court can hear your case.  Tell them you have agreed dissolution papers to present.  The clerk's office will need to make sure your file is in the courtroom when you have your hearing.





2.  Go the hearing at the county courthouse with the completed paperwork.  Both spouses must have signed each document at the end, indicating that these are agreed orders (or respondent has defaulted).  You should have the following completed documents with you:





	(1)	Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law (WPF DR 04.0300)


	(2)	Decree of Dissolution of Marriage (WPF DR 04.0400)


	(3)	If respondent has defaulted, proof of service of all documents





3.  Only one spouse needs to go to the court hearing, but if both spouses attend you may save time.  With both petitioner and respondent present, any changes the judge or commissioner requires can be done immediately.  At the hearing, the judge or commissioner will review your legal papers carefully.  If a judge or commissioner spots a problem with the forms, both petitioner and respondent will have to initial the change to the form.





4.  At the court hearing, let the courtroom clerk know that you are ready to present your agreed orders (or say that the respondent has defaulted).  The clerk will call your name when the judge or commissioner is ready to finalize your paperwork.  The hearing will only take about ten minutes but you may have to wait if there are cases ahead of you.





5.  The judge or commissioner will have you raise your right hand and swear an oath to tell the truth.  Make the following statement:





	[ ]  My name is ____________________.  I am the petitioner/respondent in this case.  I am here to present agreed orders for a dissolution of my marriage.  





	(If a default, say: "The respondent has not answered the Petition, and so has defaulted.  All of the documents I am presenting today were served on respondent and proof of service is in the court file." (Make sure you bring your copy of proof of service of the documents on respondent)).





	[ ]  The petition for dissolution and proof of service were filed with the court more than 90 days ago. (Date of filing/service of process:__________/_________)





	[ ]  I was married to ________________ (name of spouse) on _________________(date of marriage) at ________________ (place of marriage).





	[ ]  The marriage is irretrievably broken.





	[ ]  The property and debts from the marriage are fairly divided.  





	[ ]  The wife is not pregnant.





	[ ]  Neither husband nor wife are on active duty in the United States armed forces.  (Note: There are special rules for members of the military).





If all of the paperwork is correctly filled out and signed by both parties the judge or commissioner will sign your documents.  The dissolution is effective immediately.
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